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IMPORTANT DEFINITIONS AND ABBREVIATIONS  
 
The following important words and abbreviations have been used in the Community Conservation Plan and 
are explained below.  
 
Community    
Refers to all the Inuvialuit individuals living in the area and the local organizations which represent them.  
Those organizations include the Hunters and Trappers Committee, Elders, Community Corporation, 
Community Education Council and Hamlet. 
 
Conservation  
Is ensuring that if we take caribou, there will be caribou the next year and the year after that.  The same for 
anything else.  This applies to all uses of the land:  if it is used and enjoyed now, it must be left and 
preserved so that it will be there for the next year and for future years. 
 
Ecosystem     
Refers to all of the plants and animals in an area, including the air, water and land on which they depend.  
The parts of the ecosystem are interconnected and influence one another.  Food and energy flow through 
the ecosystem and are returned to it.  Successful conservation and management depend on the recognition 
that changing one part of the ecosystem may affect the other parts. 
 
 
CWS - Canadian Wildlife Service 
DFO - Department of Fisheries and Oceans 
DIAND - Department of Indian Affairs and Northern Development 
DOT - Department of Transportation 
DENR - Department of Environment and Natural Resources (ENR) 
EIRB - Environmental Impact Review Board 
EISC - Environmental Impact Screening Committee 
FJMC - Fisheries Joint Management Committee 
GNWT - Government of the Northwest Territories 
GRRB - Gwichôin Renewable Resource Board 
GTC - Gwichôin Tribal Council 
HTC - Hunters and Trappers Committee 
ICC-Inuvik Community Corporation 
IBP - International Biological Programme 
IFA - Inuvialuit Final Agreement 
IGC - Inuvialuit Game Council 
IHTC -  Inuvik Hunters and Trappers Committee 
ILA - Inuvialuit Land Administration 
ILAC  - Inuvialuit Land Administration Commission 
IRC - Inuvialuit Regional Corporation 
ISR - Inuvialuit Settlement Region 
NWMB - Nunavut Wildlife Management Board 
NWT - Northwest Territories 
PCMB - Porcupine Caribou Management Board 
PWNHC - Prince of Wales Northern Heritage Centre 
RRC  - Renewable Resource Council (Gwichôin) 
SRRB - Sahtu Renewable Resource Board 
WMAC(NS) - Wildlife Management Advisory Council (North Slope) 
WMAC(NWT) - Wildlife Management Advisory Council (Northwest Territories) 
YTG - Yukon Territorial Government 
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June 2000  
 

The Inuvik Inuvialuit Community Conservation Plan has been prepared in consultation with the Inuvialuit 
Community in Inuvik and Inuvialuit and non-Inuvialuit bodies with an interest in the area.  The undersigned 
representatives hereby adopt this document for the purpose of guiding policy and resource management in 

the planning area. 
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A saying passed on to us from generation to generation by 

our Inuvialuit Elders:  

 

"The most important thing that we have is our land and 

waters and because we have looked after them, they have 

supported us for many generations and if we continue to 

ensure they are properly cared for - they will support us for 

many more generations to come."  

 

 

ANGAYUQAPTA TAIMANGA INNA UQAUTIAGIGATIGUT: 

 

"Taimanga qanga nunapta munarriagigatigut huli pangma 

nunakput, imirlu, munarimariq huptigu taimunga 

inuuniarvigi uuminargikput."  

 

Billy Day  

Inuvik, 1993  
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 
The Inuvik Inuvialuit Community Conservation Plan  is a community-based planning document that was 
originally prepared in 1993 by the Inuvik Hunters and Trappers Committee, Inuvik Community Corporation, 
and Inuvik Elders Committee.  Creation of community-based conservation plans was the first objective of 
the Inuvialuit Renewable Resource Conservation and Management Plan (1988), a document jointly 
prepared by the Wildlife Management Advisory Council (NWT) and the Fisheries Joint Management 
Committee (FJMC) in partial fulfilment of their obligations under the Inuvialuit Final Agreement.  The Inuvik 
Inuvialuit Community Conservation Plan was prepared coincidentally with a similar plan for the community 
of Aklavik by a joint working group comprised of representatives of both communities.  Numerous Inuvialuit 
and non-Inuvialuit organizations were consulted during the planning process. A wide range of existing 
conservation plans were considered by the joint working group and extensive use was made of the Land 
Use Plan for the Mackenzie Delta Beaufort Sea Region (1991). 
 
The updated 2000 Inuvik Inuvialuit Community Conservation Plan built upon the work of the original 
document.  A Working Group was re-established as part of the review exercise, and extensive consultation 
was once again undertaken with Inuvialuit and non-Inuvialuit organizations. 
 
In the spring of 2008 the conservation plans were updated with new working groups from each of the 
Inuvialuit communities.  
 
The document is intended to provide guidance to all those with an interest in the planning area, but is not a 
legally binding document.   
 
The Plan contains a brief description of the current conservation and resource management system in the 
Inuvialuit Settlement Region and describes the strategy to address five broad goals: 
 
1. To identify important wildlife habitat and seasonal harvesting areas and make recommendations for their 

management. 
 
2. To describe a community process for land use decisions and managing cumulative impacts which will 

help protect community values and the resources on which priority lifestyles depend. 
 
3. To identify educational initiatives for the Inuvialuit of Inuvik and others interested in the area which will 

promote conservation, understanding and appreciation. 
 
4. To describe a general system of wildlife management and identify population goals and conservation 

measures appropriate for each species of concern in the planning area using the knowledge of 
community and others with expertise. 

 
5. To enhance the local economy by adopting a cooperative and consistent approach to community 

decision making and renewable resource management. 
 
All excerpts of other documents included in this plan are not a substitute for the originals; original source 
documents should be used for legal accuracy or citation purposes. 
 
The Inuvik Inuvialuit Community Conservation Plan will be subject to a progress review and potential 
amendment every two years.  The HTC is responsible for initiating the review, to be conducted by the 
Community Conservation Plan Working Group.  All feedback should be provided to the Joint Secretariat for 
integration in updated versions of the plan.  Minor revisions or corrections to the plan may be sent to the 
Joint Secretariat at any time, for entry into subsequent versions.  A complete review of the plan by all 
stakeholders will occur a minimum of every four years.   
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1 INTRODUCTION 
 
The people of the Mackenzie Delta and Yukon North Slope have relied upon the area's wildlife for many 
years.  This plan was developed to help protect the environment in the Delta area and onshore and offshore 
areas to ensure cultural survival of the Inuvialuit Community, in accordance with the Western Arctic 
(Inuvialuit) Claims Settlement Act and the Inuvialuit Renewable Resource Conservation and Management 
Plan. 
 
Development of the original plan has been coordinated by representatives of the Aklavik and Inuvik Hunters 
and Trappers Committees, the Community Corporations, the Elders and other community representatives.  
To prepare the original plan, the joint Inuvik-Aklavik Community Conservation Plan Working Group carefully 
reviewed conservation plans already completed in other Inuvialuit communities, species management 
plans, the Inuvialuit Renewable Resources Conservation and Management Plan, the Yukon North Slope 
Wildlife Conservation and Management Plan, the Regional Land Use Plan For the Mackenzie Delta-
Beaufort Sea Region and relevant documents arising from the Inuit Circumpolar Conference.   
 
In addition, considerable effort was made to obtain opinion and advice from Inuvialuit and Gwich'in 
members of the Community as well as government agencies.  The plan is intended to express the Inuvialuit 
community's specific goals and objectives with respect to conservation of lands, waters and living resources 
in the Inuvialuit Settlement Region (Map 1), and in particular in the Inuvik Conservation Planning Area (Map 
2).  It makes recommendations and describes activities to be undertaken by individuals and organizations at 
the local, regional and national level.  The plan describes a process for avoiding land use conflicts and 
dealing with cumulative impacts.  We hope the plan will assist the Inuvialuit and others in ensuring conser-
vation and environmental protection of the area. 
 
The updating exercise of 1998-2000 that has produced the present version of the Plan was spearheaded by 
the IHTC, a newly re-established Community Working Group, and the staff of the Joint Secretariat. Once 
again, consultation with Inuvialuit and non-Inuvialuit organizations and co-management bodies played an 
important role in the review process.  A multi-stakeholder workshop was held in March 1999 to exchange 
advice and recommendations before the final version of the Community Conservation Plans were drafted. 
 

The Inuvik Inuvialuit Community Conservation Plan has been formally adopted by the Inuvik Hunters and 
Trappers Committee (IHTC).  The plan will be reviewed every two years by the Inuvik Community 
Conservation Plan Working Group and amended at that time if necessary.  An additional annual progress 
evaluation will be conducted simultaneously by the IHTC.  The Species Conservation Summaries will be 
updated every two years by the WMAC(NWT), with input from the appropriate agencies.  A complete review 
of the plan, with all stakeholders, will occur a minimum of every four years.   
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